In the news

Sculpture renders FSO conductor Speechless’

FLINT — Enrigue Diemecke,.
conductor of the Flint Symphony
Orchestra, will forever adorn the
Flint Institute of Music, thanks to
the work of alocal artist.

Sculptor Suzanne Johnson
spent five months creating a
bronze bust of the Maestro’s like-
ness. The FIM unveiled the sculp-
ture, presenting it to Diemecke
during a gala before the sym-
phony’s first performance of the
season Sept. 30.

The sculptureis a portrait of
Diemecke done in bronze and
mounted on agranite base. FIM
board member William
Hengten commissioned
Johnson to create two busts of
Diemecke; one will stay at the
FIM and the other will go to the
National Symphony of Mexico
where Diemecke is the mu-
sic director and principal con-
ductor.

“You want to do your best
capturing not only the features
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but the personadlity, too,”
Johnson said. “ It captured an as-
pect of him — his passion and
showmanship—that | really ad-
mire.”

Diemecke, FSO music director
and conductor since 1989, is
known for his exuberant, pas-
sionate direction of the sym-
phony, often times waving his

arms or whole body during per-
formances.

Diemecke is internationally
renowned, guest conducting at
several symphony orchestras
around the world ruing his ca-
reer.

Johnson, a sculptor for the
past 20 years, has gone to FSO
performances for the past three

years, giving her ample time to
observe Diemecke. “ Your eyeis
constantly composing,” she said
of watching Diemecke. “ 1’ m
very, very inspired by music.”

Johnson is remodeling a
church in Grand Blanc and
plans to open a sculpting studio
and art gallery later this year.
She aso sits on the city’ s DDA
and Brownfield Redevelopment
boards.

Despite Diemecke’ s gift for
captivating audiences—he en-
thralled members during a
speech at the Grand Blanc
Chamber of Commerce this
summer—the Maestro was un-
characteristically at alack for
words at the sculpture presen-
tation.

“ Actualy, I’ ve never seen him
speechless—which was surpris-
ing,” said FIM Marketing
Director Cynthia Mooney,
adding it was apparent that
Diemecke was touched by the
presentation — Jim Newell




